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Design Kathmandu Contest-2021 
Learn More 

 

 This contest will be organized by RevoScience Media in association with 

Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (NAST), which  is for all students 

studying in 10
th
, 11

th
 & 12

th
  grade from anywhere inside the country.  

 The participants can register as individuals, or a team up to 4 members 

along with a teacher as a guide.  
 

Goals: Enhancing practical scientific knowledge to the students, teacher & public 

 

Grand Finale (Venue): Kathmandu Valley 

 

Contest Theme: Design Modern Kathmandu City which is both eco and 

technology friendly while preserving Cultural Values 

 

Following topics should be included in your project: 
 

 Design & Architecture,  

 Society & Civilization,  

 Science & technology Culture,  

 Environment & wildlife,  

 Policy & Planning,  

 Heritage sites & conservation,  

 Research & Development,  

 Religion & Education system,  

 Road Network & Smart Technology,  

 Science Park, Stadium & Business center 

 Problem & suggestion 
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Contest Rules (Read via online ) 
 

● Submission should be strictly related to ecological and technological 

advancements rather than political discussion. City must be permanent and 

thriving. 

 

● Minimum of two artworks is required. Original research, essays, stories, 

models, poems, videos or any other submission can also be included. 

 

● It should be the student’s own work. Plagiarism is strictly forbidden. Entries 

which are caught plagiarizing will be immediately disqualified. 

 

● Teachers, parents and instructors can guide the student however the work 

must be entirely student driven. 

 

● References are important and necessary to include it. 

 

● Final submission can be in E-form or hardcopy. It should have a maximum of 

20 pages. Submissions are usually not returned.  

 

● The medium of the language can be either Nepali or English Language.  
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Awards: 
 

● Winning project will be awarded NRs. 10,000 in each category. 

● First and Second Runner up projects will be awarded NRs 5000 and 2000 

with Certificate and medals. 

● All participants will have a chance to maintain contact with Nepalese and 

foreign Scientists inside and outside the country. 

● All participants will be invited for the Prize distribution Ceremony  



Discussion: read via online 
 

Imagine your own Kathmandu. How would you want it to be like? Don’t you 

dream you had the power to fix everything and make it perfect? Then this is your 

time, and we provide you the platform. 
 

Start from the very beginning. Study the area, geographical structure and 

population of Kathmandu, and give a short report on it. Then you will have the 

rough idea of what your city should look like. Now literally everything is on your 

will. You can include as many subtopics and make it interesting. You can put your 

crazy ideas like building an overhead bridge from Baneshwor to Ghantaghar or 

building a green park in Gaushala. You can put a big Bagmati purifying house and 

restore pure water back. However, it is better if you can justify your ideas with 

some logical arguments. Overall, the submission can be up to 15 pages with 

multiple subheadings and at least two artworks. 
 

For the motivation of your project, here is the essay written by Ujwal Thapa and 

Raj Maharjan on Kathmandu dreams which was published on Republica: 
 

In 2030, many of Kathmandu's five million-plus residents will live in residential 

zones on the outskirts of the old Ring Road. Kathmandu will have transformed into 

an energy-plus city 

 

It is 2030. As I and my partner arrive at Tribhuvan International Airport after a 

decade abroad, we can't help but be amazed when we peek through the airplane 

window as we land. Kathmandu, which only a decade was a sore in the eye from 

the air, seems to have transformed into a well-planned, organized and beautiful 

city. We soon exit the airport terminal through a breathtaking mural gateway 

depicting the cultural diversity of Nepal. The plethora of random shops from the 

1990s in the vicinity of the airport have long been replaced with recreational 

parks, children's playground, airport accommodation and other medium and small 

commercial outlets catering to the needs of national and international passengers 

as well as local residents. 

The land use zoning laws of Vision Kathmandu 2016 Act, promulgated by the local 

government of the Greater Kathmandu Region has finally prevailed over the 

haphazard chaos and anarchy of the decades before. The international airport 

area has been designated as a 'strategic zone' whereas Baneshwor area has been 

turned into a 'principal residential zone'. As we move towards the Pashupatinath 

temple, we enter the "cultural zone". Because of its World Heritage designation by 
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the UN, the haphazard houses built to cater to its devotees in the early 2000s have 

long since been replaced with systemized accommodation. 

 

There are now commercial outlet buildings that not only match but also enhance 

the unique architecture of Pashupatinath temple and its spiritual essence. Building 

owners here received financial and technical incentives from the local government 

to rebuild and maintain the heritage outlook of their properties. 

 

As our electric taxi cruises alongside the holy Bagmati river, (designated the 

"nature zone") we cannot help notice that the banks of the river are now filled with 

recreational parks to cater to the need of young and old alike. Children's parks 

with swings and other play equipments alternate with sport parks where multitudes 

of teenagers are playing with cricket bats, footballs and skate boards. Flower 

gardens with varieties from all over Nepal are favorite hang-outs for the senior 

citizens and young lovers. The street signs are written in four languages—Nepali, 

Newari, English and Mandarin. There are cafés along the river where people are 

enjoying the sound of flowing water and the scenery of the holy shrines in the 

background. 

 

Then we enter the area designated as "strategic zone"—the Singha Durbar 

complex where the country's parliament and government building as well as 

judiciary complexes are located. The whole of Singha Durbar has been restored to 

look like the cultural mosaic the country represents. 

 

Soon we arrive at the 'commercial zone', the business hub of Kathmandu, where 

the booming financial institutions are based. The buildings in the business district 

are compact and tall for efficiency of space. An architectural wonder-monument 

inspired by Dharahara now aptly called Dharahara 2 stands tall and proud. This 

tallest built structure in Nepal pays homage to the victims and survivors of 

devastating earthquakes of 2015. D2 becomes the point of reference for the new-

comers to the city. High rise buildings and towers like this as well as every other 

structure are now earthquake resistant. Older buildings have been retrofitted to 

strengthen and make them earthquake resistant. Earthquake resilience is now a 

non-negotiable part of any new construction or old buildings, not only in 

Kathmandu but also in the rest of the country. 

 

The universities in Kathmandu have vibrant research going on to develop cutting-

edge technologies in earthquake resilience and architectures that seem to blend in 

well with our heritage. 
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As we come to the posh Basantapur area (heritage zone) we are amazed that all 

the new buildings with centuries old heritage architecture have long replaced the 

obnoxious commercialization and haphazard concrete boxes built in the early 21st 

century and the roads are completely vehicle free during the days. The private 

buildings are strictly required to synergize with the heritage monuments of 

Basantapur Durbar Square that has UNESCO World Heritage Sites status. 

 

This has been made possible after a series of delicate negotiations between the 

local government leaders and the property owners. The essence of a deeply 

spiritual, harmonious and entrepreneurial lives of craftsmen and traders of 

centuries old, now relives in the greater Basantapur area where it has become a 

center of "Wanderlust" where anyone who wants to get lost in time travel can do so 

for days. An entire kilometer radius of the surrounding area has been transformed 

into an open heritage museum. This whole 'restoration' has made it one of the most 

expensive real estates in South Asia. 

 

As we near the organic farm, we had invested in while living overseas, in 

Chandragiri we pass through Kalanki area which a decade ago was infamous for 

its obnoxious dusty and cranky environment. We are elated to find it transformed 

into a 'mixed purpose zone', a hybrid for residential and commercial activities. 

Here, buildings on the road frontage have commercial use on the ground and first 

floor. Floors above are used for residential purpose. People in this area are happy 

that they get to live, work and play within a close distance. The area has higher 

density of buildings that are either attached or close to each other. To compensate 

for this high density, large parks are there. 

 

In 2030, much of Kathmandu's five million-plus residents live in residential zones 

on the outskirts of the old Ring Road. The residents are proud that their smart 

domestic alternate energy grids contribute their surplus energy to the national 

grid. Thanks to the citizens themselves, Kathmandu has transformed into an 

energy-plus city. I still recall the dark ages of Kathmandu when it was battling 

with 14 hours of load shedding one and half decades ago. A new Ring Road 

connects the newly developed residential areas at the foothills of the mountains 

with the older residential areas and business hubs located within old Ring Road. 

 

I inquire with taxi driver and find that new areas and the city hub as well as older 

parts of the city are well-connected with reliable public transports that runs on 

clean energy and is run under collaboration between the city and local social 

entrepreneurs through public-private partnership (PPP), which has greatly 

reduced resident's reliance on private vehicles. The driver also informs us that all 
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of the roads outside the new Ring Road and most within now have bicycle tracks. 

He advises us to bike along the green paved cycle tracks. 

 

The Greater Kathmandu Metro System (GKMS), the pride and joy of public 

transport of Kathmandu, is in its final stage of completion. Part of it is already 

under operation. GKMS is an exemplary PPP project funded partly by locals and 

expatriate Nepalis. It is a symbol of the contemporary progress this city has 

achieved in the recent times. 

 

The high-speed metro is a hybrid of sub-ground and over the ground tracks owing 

to the geological complexity of the valley. GKMS not only connects major business 

hubs and the residential areas within the valley but also spreads across the regions 

outside Greater Kathmandu Region. The plan is to extend to Hetauda and beyond 

the borders of Chitwan National Park connecting GKMS and national railway grid 

with the international railway lines in China and India connecting further to the 

Far-East and West Asia. 

 

We arrive in the outskirts of Chandragiri. All of the mountains above 2000 meters 

(residents call them hills here) are off limits to development as they have long been 

a beautiful national park encircling all of Kathmandu Valley from where you can 

see the panorama of the breathtaking Himalayas. Hence any buildings located at 

the foothills of the surrounding mountains have to ensure that they are canvassed 

with greenery. 

 

As our taxi finally stops at our farm lush with greenery, I eagerly step out to find 

the fresh breeze of Kathmandu greeting me. I must say I look forward to staying 

for a long time in my wonder-land, my beloved Kathmandu. Maybe we should 

seriously consider migrating back to Kathmandu.” 
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Format of the report (read process):  
 

The report should be systematic and well analyzed which defines and addresses the 

problem and its solution. Here is the sample format you can follow: 

 

1. Title: You can put the title of your choice like “Ramro Kathmandu”, 

“Dream Kathmandu”. It should also include the name of your team 

members, team leader, and name of your school or organization. 

 

2. Content page: A content page should include a clear and well-formatted 

list of all the sections and subsections of the report. If possible, include the 

page numbers too! Make sure that heading corresponds to your article on 

the main body. 

 

3. Introduction: Introduction should be prepared in a way that it shows you 

have fully understood the task, and you are going to cover everything 

required. It should include a little background and summary of the report. 

 

4. Main body/findings: This is the most important part. It should include 

different headings and subheadings with proper justification. It can be of 

any length as you wish. This should also include at least two art works.  

 

5. Results: This page should probably include tables, and graphs to record 

your observation. It is better to write your result in past tense. 

 

6. Conclusions: Your conclusion should draw out the main findings, and 

conclude your article. Don’t include any new stuff here.  

 

7. References: You should always give credit to the source you have used 

while preparing your project. Therefore, give references to every source you 

take from. This also makes your project more liable.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (read online) 
 

 

Who can apply? 

Students studying on grade 10, 11 & 12 can apply for the contest. 

How can I apply? 

Student’s final project can apply softcopy via an email or by submission 
through hard copy through postal office within deadline. 

What is the maximum number of the team? 

A team has maximum 4 numbers, including one supervisor. Supervisor 
may school teacher or postgraduates students. 

Can organization apply for the contest? 

No. 

Can we apply project more than one? 

No. You can apply only one project at a time. 

I am confused about the contest, will organizing team support? 

Yes. You can asked apply@revoscience.com 

Will idea made public? 

Yes. 

How many teams will participate from each school/college? 

Number of teams will participate from each school/college. 
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APPLY PROCESS: (Via online ) 

Step I:  

STARTING 

Please fill up team leader personal details. 

PERSONAL DETAILS: 

Full Name: 

 

Address: 

 

School/College: 

 

Contact No: 

 

Email: 

 

NEXT STEP   
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SUMMARY ABOUT PROJECT 

Write two hundred words about your project. 

 STEP 2 
  

SUMMARY ABOUT PROJECT: 

200 words 

 

   

NEXT STEP   
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Final Step: 

Write Title  

 

files 

Choose a file 

Max. size: 64 MB 

 

SHOW SUMMARY 
 

SUBMIT 

 

After submission, you will see thank you page on website. Also you will notify 

with auto generate message via email. 

 

THANK YOU! 

We have received your document. Thank you for applying! Further 
communication, please contact apply@revoscience.com 

  

 

The End 
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